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Christ Welcoming the Christmas Refugee
U . ¢ d A message from Pastor Janis
nite

As we look around the sanctuary at the beautiful Christmas

ChurCh decorations, we remember the story of that first Christmas. We are warm and

A federated church safe and filled with love for one another. This year as we think of the inn

of the Presbyterian Church where the Savior was born there are refugees coming to another inn. Inns
(USA) and the that are in foreign cities where they are outsiders and feeling vulnerable.

United Church of Christ Wondering what they are supposed to do for a living, a house, food. This

season a refugee family will be coming to our community, and we will have a

With Christ chance to help and support this family and get to know better a faith tradition
as our heart that we might not be familiar with. We will discuss movies and books that will
and God’s love teach all of us about the faith traditions that will allow us to better love and
as our fire, support the opening of the stables to the newcomers in our community.
we learn, we love,
we care for all In Christ,
people. Pastor Janis
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Advent & Christmas Season Series:

“The Inn: Housing the
Holy”

Our world is reeling from prolonged
uncertainty and instability brought on by the
pandemic. Millions lost loved ones while others lost
jobs and are affected by whether or not landlords
will evict them from their homes for failure to pay
rent. A staggering number of families are food
insecure for the first time in their lives. And those
who were already on the brink are even less sure
how to survive. All are exhausted in some way.

As a church, we have problems to address.
And so did the Holy Family on Christmas Eve. An
oppressive regime had demanded everyone upend
their lives and hightail it to their hometowns to
register for the census. Mary was on the verge of
giving birth. Whether they got to town late or for
some other reason, they had a housing problem that
night. The Innkeeper is often cast in a negative light,
someone who banished a pregnant woman to
where the animals were kept. But what if he was
truly trying to be helpful to someone in need?
Someone who saw a problem and thought, literally,
“outside the box” to solve the problem of where
Mary could have her child? Instead of thinking
“there’s nowhere,” he said to himself first, “there
has to be somewhere.”

As a church, we are called to ask these
kinds of questions about how we can be light and
help to our communities utilizing the resources that
we have been given. The creation of the Community
Outreach Task Force is one way that we have
responded during the pandemic; other churches are
seeking to transform their buildings and resources
into solutions for various community needs and
strengthen their own viability in the process. Some
are offering affordable office space to non-profits
that work to alleviate society’s problems. Some are
creating affordable housing, some after-school help,
some food distribution. No one church can solve
everything, but each one can do something. Just like
the innkeeper.

Housing the holy work of Divine Love can
happen in many ways. And so, we will spend this
Advent and Christmas thinking about our church’s
situation in a different light... the light of the Star of

Bethlehem that shone that night on an unlikely
house for the holy — a stable. The Light of Christ is
shining on us, inviting Christ United to become a
beacon of hope to others. What can we do that
could alleviate someone’s suffering? And how might
we think bigger and beyond this holy-day season
with purposeful solutions and new direction of
ministry for our community and world?

We are called to “make room” in our inns —
to create a welcoming space for the flourishing of
humanity. That's what the inn, the stable, the
manger, became that night and what we will explore
together this Advent and Christmas season.

The remaining activities are:
Sunday, December 5, 10 AM

Advent 2 — A Place at the Table
Sunday, December 12, 10 AM

Advent 3 — How Much is Enough?
Saturday & Sunday, December 18 & 19, 6 - 8 PM

Live Nativity: participate or come by
Sunday, December 19, 10 AM

Advent 4 — A Room with a View
Tuesday, December 21, 7 PM

Blue Christmas Service
Friday, December 24, 7:30 PM extended prelude;

8 PM Christmas Eve worship — The Inn
Sunday, December 26, 10 AM

Sunday after Christmas — Dwelling

All worship services take place in-person each
Sunday at 10:00 am and are also live-streamed via the
CUC Facebook page or CUC YouTube channel. Following
the live service, you can engage with a recording of the
service at a time via those same pages. ¥
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https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedChurch2016
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCACfcfK0s35If6j-vNYHsjg/videos

Governing Board News

November Meeting

The Governing Board met on Tuesday,
November 9. Our focus topic was to hear a
preliminary proposal on how we might restructure
our leadership and committees to be more
integrated and efficient. While we are a long way
from having a specific proposal for the congregation
to consider, the Governing Board was receptive to
the concept and will devote additional time to this
topic in December. Of course, any such change
would come to the congregation for approval before
implementation.

We also discussed the need to develop
more concrete plans for the future of our church. An
ad hoc group will be meeting to continue the work
that was begun by the Moving CUC Forward team. If
you are interested in participating, just watch the
church calendar or announcements for Moving CUC
Forward. We want as many voices and ideas
involved as possible!

Update to Audio Visual systems — Worship
Committee reported that there were delays getting
updated proposals from vendors and that they hope
to have a recommendation for the Governing Board
to consider soon. Because of the anticipated
expense level, this would subsequently come to the
congregation for approval.

Community Outreach Task Force — the
Governing Board approved a request to provide an
additional $12,000 in funding for this ministry to
continue into 2022. This will come to the
congregation for consideration at the
Congregational Meeting on January 30, 2022.

Mission Committee reported on
preliminary plans for a Rise Against Hunger event on
March 12, 2022.

Our next meeting will be on December 14,
at 7 PM in person in Friendship Hall, with a Zoom
link available for those that prefer it. Any member
of the congregation is always welcome to attend. If
there are any questions or suggestions, please don’t
hesitate to contact me at green.cim@gmail.com or
313-580-8072.

Yours in Christ, Cathy Green, President ¥

Upcoming Dates

December 11 — AFDA Fundraiser
December 18 — Live Nativity
December 19 — Live Nativity
December 21 — Blue Christmas Service
December 24 — Christmas Eve Service
December 25 — Christmas Day!

AFDA News

The cold days are coming and soon it will
be the Holiday Season! The Academy for Dramatic
Arts (AFDA) will be
presenting a very
special Home For The
Holidays cabaret
evening. There will be
a pre-show event with
appetizers, sweets and
hot chocolate along
with a visit by the big
man himself, Mr. Claus! Then sit back and enjoy the
“cabaret” with your favorite Holiday musical
numbers! Two shows are on Saturday, December
11 at 3:00 PM and 7:30 PM.

AFDA is excited to be able to have a “live”
production once again! This is our special
fundraiser that will help us to continue our
presence in the community in 2022. Ticket
information is available online at
www.academyfordramaticarts.net/2021season ¥

“Yes, it’s beautiful — but can we
talk about its placement?”
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Special Offerings and
Stewardship News

Thank you for your generosity to the
October Special Offerings. Members of our
congregation made gifts totaling $1,080 for the two
denominational offerings: Neighbors in Need and
Peace and Global Witness. Both of these special
offerings are used to advocate for peace and justice
through collaborative projects of education and
Christian witness.

Christmas Offerings: “Christmas,
Christmas time is here. Time for love and time for
cheer,” sing Alvin and his friends. The Stewardship
Committee is hoping you will find your Christmas
cheer and contribute to the Christmas Fund and
Christmas Joy special offerings. These will be
collected during December. Materials will be in the
pews beginning December 5.

Special envelopes will be available in the
pews, or you may include your gift in your regular
envelope, marking it “Special Offering” and the
amount. You can also give online via our website. All
gifts will be divided equally between the two funds.

CHRISTMAS FUND is a special offering of
the United Church of Christ. A gift to this fund (once
called Veterans of the Cross) is an expression of
appreciation
and caring to
those  who
served as clergy (and certain lay employees) who
are now retired or disabled and financially strained.
Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the
growing number of retirees whose low-income
annuities make it difficult to meet the increasing
costs of living. This is your opportunity to participate
in God’s promise of renewal by supporting this
ministry of compassion and care.

CHRISTMAS JOY is a special offering that
has been a Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s.
The offering distributes gifts equally to the
NI CHRISTMAS JOY Assistance Program of the
A Ziciiomme: - Board of pensions and to

B Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of
color. The Assistance Program provides critical
financial support to church workers and their

THE CHRISTMAS FUND

For the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund

families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
provide education and leadership development
while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage.

Stewardship Campaign for 2022 — Rooted
in Love Thanks to everyone who participated in our
kickoff luncheon and the recent stewardship
campaign. Thanks to all who have submitted an
estimate of giving for 2022 to support the ministries
and mission at Christ United Church throughout the
next year.

If you have yet to return a card for 2022,
we hope you will do so as soon as possible. This will
enable the budget planning. As always, if your
circumstances change, you may modify your giving
during the year.

Stewardship Committee is grateful for
everyone’s participation throughout the year! ¥

Afghan Refugee Support

For those who might want to donate used
household goods or furniture, the local UCC Refugee
Family Offices are resettling Afghan families. You
can call Irene Hassani at 216-736-2135 or email
hassani@ucc.org with questions or concerns. Also
needed are available jobs you are aware of, tutoring
or teaching English (with material provided), referral
to someone who wants to hire accountants, security
guards, or supply chain workers. If you want to help
transport refugees to obtain documents or to do
school registration, this is also needed. Financial
contributions are always welcome.

The Presbytery of the Western Reserve has
started a Refugee Response Network with the hope
of sponsoring and supporting refugees who may
move to our area. Contact Meredith White
meredithwz@gmail.com if you are interested in
assisting.

We Get Letters

T Bill and | wish to thank everyone who sent
cards, prayers and encouragement during this
time of sadness for our family.

Blessings, Andy and Bill Allen
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Community Outreach
Task Force Update

We approved paying $300 in partial rent
payment to a grandmother who is taking care of her
three grandchildren. The parents are drug addicts
and are not qualified parents. The grandmother had
some troubles with filing her taxes, so she did not
receive her refund. This delay has also delayed her
receiving the Federal Child Tax Credit.

We approved helping a low income
homeowner with tree removal. This situation shows
how several organizations can work together. Last
year, working with St. Paul Lutheran Men’s group,
we diagnosed a screen door problem that turned
out to be a leaky porch problem. We referred her to
the Berea Home Maintenance program, and they
fixed the porch. This year, her yard had become very
overgrown with brush and trees. In other words, an
eyesore in her neighborhood. We worked with
Renew Communities church. Their young people
trimmed and removed all the plants. We paid to
bring in a professional to trim the trees.

We approved paying $100 to help with
supplies needed to clean up an apartment that has
been infested with bed bugs. Four members of our
church have been involved with clearing out the
apartment and assisted the veteran transition to a
rehabilitation facility.

We approved helping a grandmother who
cares for her 13 year old granddaughter. She fell
behind on many bills because she was helping her
brother, who had lost his job due to illness. We will
also be helping her with a black mold problem.

Finally, working with Berea Outreach, COTF
and a professional financial planning group will start
working with some of the individuals we have
helped in the past to improve their budgeting skills
and find other social service resources.

Once again, we thank the congregation for
your support with this
effort. We are running out
of funds and will be asking
for your support at the
January congregation
meeting. T

September Financials

Month Y-T-D Y-T-D BUDGET
Congregational Giving

$19,944 $ 194,051 $214,259
Building Use/Misc.

S 1,513 S 9,79 S 8,89
Total Income

S 21,457 $ 203,845 $222,755
Total Expenses

S 22,607 $224,724 $ 240,652

Please note that while expenses are below
budget by $16,000 our income is below budget by
$19,000.

December will be the last month to get
your pledges in for the 2021 budget year. Please
contact Dave Zilch if you have a question concerning
your balance for 2021.

Giving envelopes for 2022 will be available
for pick up starting December 5. T

Fellowship and Discuss

The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for
the ears of the wise seek it out. Proverbs 18:15

Fellowship and Discuss will gather for a
Christmas book reading. The book, Because of
Bethlehem, Love is Born, Hope is Here, is written by
Max Lucado. The gathering will
be at the Crall home on
Thursday, December 2 at 7 PM.
If you are a former participant
who plans to attend or have  Sieps Toward
never participated and are AGodlyWalk
interested, contact Bonnie by phone (440-234-
2202) or email becrall@ameritech.net to inform her
of your attendance. She needs to plan for the
number of books needed and the seating
arrangement. A Bible is not needed, scripture text is
included in the book.

The Crall’s home is located at 6459 East
Vancey Dr., Brook Park (off Sheldon Rd, two streets
west of Donte’s Restaurant which is located on the
corner of St. Rt. 237 and Sheldon Rd.) ¥

Continuing Our
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Happy Birthday!

December

1 Jessie Hinojosa

6 Joel Montgomery
9 Jane James

10 Marie Reyes

10 Jon Wiborg

12 Joanne Pleban
21 Nichole Fehrman
21 Don Michaelsen
22 Carol Campbell
28 Kate Stocker

31 Nancy Van Ness
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Wider Church News:

Amid COVID-19,
Profound Impact on US
Churches

By Don Michaelsen

Religion News Service has published results
of a study by the Hartford Institute for Religion
Research of how the COVID-19 pandemic has
affected US churches. Last summer’s study surveyed
2,074 churches from 38 denominations showing
that “the pandemic has had a significant impact
across the religious spectrum, and that some
churches are faring better than others.”

Among clergy from majority African-
American denominations, 100% encouraged
vaccination, while 77% of Mainline Protestant
clergy, 49% of Catholic/Orthodox clergy and 41% of
Evangelical Protestant clergy publicly encourage
their attendees to get vaccinated. Within majority
Latino churches from various denominations, 65%
of their clergy encouraged the vaccine.

A few of the findings: Eight in ten churches
now provide hybrid services both in person and
online; almost a quarter have “moderate to severe
conflicts about pandemic restrictions”; and “67% of
clergy said 2020 was the hardest year of their
ministry.” Scholar Scott Thumma was surprised that
a third of the clergy did not say the last year was
their most difficult in ministry.

Perhaps most crucial: “The mode of
delivery of worship services was a major factor in
whether median attendance increased or fell. For
example, the 15% of churches that met solely in
person saw the steepest decline in attendance---
15.7%. The 5% of congregations that offered only
online worship had a decline of 7.3%. But the 80%
of congregations offering hybrid worship
experienced an overall growth of 4.5%.” Most of the
churches --- 93% --- have now renewed gathering in
person. Find the article at:
https://religionnews.com/2021/11/10/amid-covid-
19-most-churches-provide-hybrid-worship-half-
stopped-picnics. Sources: RNS, Nov. 10, 2021; Newsline,
Nov. 13, 2021 {brethren.org/news}.
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