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Learn, Support, Love All God’s People
A message from Pastor Janis

Dear Siblings in Christ,
Recently I have been reading books on how to support people as
they make the hard decisions around abortion and what that means for them;
reading about how not to be racist as a church leader, and reading what
coming out as a homosexual later in life looks like for the family as a whole.
Each topic is important and helps me to better pastor our congregation in this
time and place.
This month there is a great opportunity to better engage with people
in our local community outside of our congregation. In connection with our
Pride March participation, Mama Bears screening, and upcoming exploration
of what it means to be an Open & Affirming and More Light congregation, I
have another opportunity to share.
At 4 pm on August 6, the premier of a new, locally produced
oratorio/opera, Coming Home, will be performed in the Brecksville United
Church of Christ (BUCC) sanctuary. “Coming Home” dramatizes key events in
the life of Jim Stulz, a gay man who after having taught French in a California
suburban high school, became a moral leader of San Francisco’s gay
community. As a teacher, Jim instructed his students about all things French
(especially French food) and all things opera (especially French opera). After
coming out (and having to leave teaching), Jim helped establish a “Gays and
Grays” ministry and America’s first residential AIDS hospice (called “Coming
Home”) in San Francisco. There is no admission but free-will donations will be
collected before and after the performance to defray cast salaries and other
production costs, with any excess revenue going to BUCC’s LBGTQ+
ministries. (See more details on page 3.)
Two other resources I would like to lift up are Our Family Outing: A
Memoir of Coming Out and Coming Through by Joe Cobb & Leigh Anne Taylor
and Colors of Hope: A Devotional Journal from LGBTQ+ Christians by Melissa
Guthrie. As we learn, may we be better prepared to support one another in
each stage of our journeys!
Walk in Balance,
Pastor Janis

Building & Grounds
Update

Someone Turns 90
Betty Vitez turns 90 this month. And her
daughter, Laura needs your help celebrating her
mom’s birthday. Laura is putting together a memory
book for Betty, and she would love for Betty’s
church friends to contribute. Any sort of note would
be fine. A happy birthday wish, a memory, a
comment on why Betty is special to you – whatever
you like. It would also be fantastic if you have a
photo you can send – of yourself, of something
pretty, of something that reminds you of Betty – or
especially the two of you together, recently or from
a long time ago.
There are several ways to contribute. Laura
is using an online system to create the book. You can
use this link: https://www.newlywords.com/happy90th-birthday-to-betty, to add your sentiments. It’s
okay if the link gets shared; it’s not private. You can
also send a note to Laura, either by email or snail
mail - ideally with a picture.
Laura Vitez email: lvitez345@gmail.com
USPS Mail address:
Laura Vitez, 5620 La Salle Avenue,
Oakland, CA 94611
Betty is aware her daughter is doing this, so it is not
a surprise. However, the contents will be things
Betty cannot see until her birthday. Deadline for
submissions is August 12. 

By the time you receive this newsletter,
you
may
have
noticed that we
have a new ADA
certified picnic table
at
the
west
entrance.
We
decided to move
from wood to steel
with thermoplastic
coating. It also has a
mesh surface, so we
expect it to last a long time. We would like feedback
before we purchase a second table. Please contact
Henry Ault by phone or email with your picnic table
comments.
Soon, you will also see a tall change in the
parking lot island. The current light pole is leaning
like The Tower of Pisa. It will be replaced by an LED
lit pole. It you see the construction going on, please
park in the west end of the parking lot away from
the light pole.
The locks on the new east end entrance
doors (near the sanctuary) have been rekeyed so
that east and west entrances use the same key. If
you have an outside key, you can now get in either
end of the building.
The outside windows have been washed.
The inside windows will be washed at a later date.


Happy Birthday!
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Reviews are in for Instant
Church Directory
You can now access a version of our church
directory on your computer OR on your mobile
device OR both!! Those who are using it
regularly are finding it convenient and
easy to use. If you would like to give it a
try but are doubting your tech skills to
manage it, please reach out to the
church office. Betsy (and others) are
eager to help you learn how easy it is to use. 
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Coming Home

Social Media Help Please!

The world premiere of a locally-produced
oratorio/opera, Coming Home, will be performed in
the sanctuary of Brecksville United Church of Christ
(BUCC) on Saturday, August 6 at 4 pm. It dramatizes
key events in the life of Jim Stulz, a gay man who
after having taught French in a suburban California
high school became a moral leader of San
Francisco’s gay community. He taught his students
about all things French (especially French food) and
all things opera (especially French opera). After
coming out and having to leave teaching, Stulz
helped found a “Gays and Grays” ministry and our
nation’s first residential AIDS hospice, called Coming
Home. Free-will donations will defray cast salaries
and other production costs, with any excess revenue
going to support BUCC’s LBGTQ ministries.
Coming Home is a pastiche, a collection of
miscellaneous opera arias - which Stulz played for
his students with new English lyrics suited to the
story - as well as other classical and pop pieces. It
was written to appeal to both people who like opera
and those who just like good music. The end of the
show will include an audience sing-along set to the
finale of Saint-Saën’s Organ Symphony.
Experiencing this musical story will serve as
another way for Christ United Church to explore
how we might serve our community as an Open &
Affirming and More Light church. Stay tuned for
updates on a CUC outing to this world premiere. 

Christ United is on Instagram (IG) &
Facebook (FB). In order to grow our social media
presence, you need to like, share, and follow CUC on
these platforms. If you are on IG, our name is
cunited2016. If you are not, download the app to
your device, access IG via the internet by going to
https://www.instagram.com, create an account and
look for cunited2016. If you already have an IG
account and access it on your computer, we are at
https://www.instagram.com/cunited2016/
If you have a FB account, visit the Christ
United page, scroll through, like and share posts. It
is that simple! Anyone can create a FB account by
going to www.facebook.com. And if you feel like a
Luddite but would like to learn how to engage with
these sites, feel free to reach out. 
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Wider Church News:

Summer
Time to Stand and Stare

Pope Francis Appoints
Women to Key Vatican
Posts

From Leisure by W.H. Davies
What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance,
And watch her feet, how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare. 

By Don Michaelsen
On July 13, Pope Francis named three
women to the Vatican’s Dicastery for Bishops (DOB).
They are Sister Raffaella Petrini, secretary-general
of the Governorate of the Vatican City State
[currently the highest ranking woman at the
Vatican]; Sister Yvonne Reungoat, former superiorgeneral of the Daughters of Mary the Helper, an
Italian religious order; Maria Lia Zervino, a
laywoman and current president of the World Union
of Female Catholic Organizations.
There are 5,300 bishops in the church who
run dioceses around the world. The DOB is a 14person group composed of eleven cardinals,
bishops, priests and now three women who meet a
couple of times each month in Rome. They evaluate
proposed new bishops whose names are forwarded
by Vatican ambassadors and archbishops. DOB
members serve a five-year term. The ambassadors
usually offer three candidates for each opening after
consulting with local church members. The Pope still
makes the final call.
In the recent past, Pope Francis has
appointed other women to influential roles
previously held by men. This includes Sister
Alessandra Smerilla who is secretary of the
Department for Integral Human Development,
which deals with justice and peace issues. He also
called Linda Ghisoni and Gabriella Gambino as
undersecretaries of the Dicastery for Laity, Family
and Life. German economist Charolotta KreutorKirchof has been called to serve as vice-coordinator
of the Council for the Economy. Since 2017, Barbara
Jatta has administered the famed Vatican Museums.
The Pope noted in a recent interview that the new
Constitution for the Holy See that went into effect
last month, allows any baptized Catholic to lead
most sections of the Vatican’s central
administration, indicating that he plans to appoint
more women. 

It’s Back to School Time!
Bless students and teachers

Join us for the Aug. 21 worship at 10 am as we
celebrate back to school! Please have kids/
grandkids bring their school backpacks as we have a
“Blessing of the Backpacks”" during the service! We
are also collecting school supplies which will be part
of the blessing as well. Follow this link for the list of
needed student supplies for Grindstone Elementary.
In addition to student supplies, we are remembering
teachers and collecting items found on page two of
the supply list. These are items they would normally
have to fund themselves. The supplies can be placed
in the bin on the picnic table or brought to church
on Aug. 21. Come, as we, a loving community, send
our kids back to school. 

Sources: Religion News Service, July 13, 2022; NY Times,
July 14, 2022
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Fellowship and Discuss
The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge,
for the ears of the wise seek it out. Proverbs 18:15
Fellowship and Discuss will gather again at
the Crall home on Thursday,
August 4 at 7 pm to continue our
study called “GOD’S STORY, your
story, When His becomes yours”,
Session 5, “Your Final Chapter
Becomes A Preface” by Max
Lucado. Inform Bonnie if you plan to attend, by
phone
(440-234-2202)
or
email
bcrall@ameritech.net. Don’t forget your Bible.
The Crall’s home is located at 6459 East
Vancey Dr., Brook Park (off Sheldon Rd, two streets
west of Donte’s Restaurant which is located on the
corner of St. Rt. 237 and Sheldon Rd.) 

August 4 – Fellowship & Discuss
August 5-7 – National ONA Conference (virtual)
August 6 – Coming Home debut
August 7 – Communion celebrated
August 9 – Governing Board meeting
August 21 – Blessing of the Backpacks service

Martha Circle
Martha Circle invites you to gather in Room
10 on Wednesday, August 10 for a “Welcome to Fall
at CUC” project. Bring any fall decor items that you
are not using along with your imagination.
We will also make cards for Grandparents
Day, Sunday, September 11 and plan our calendar
for the 2022-23 year. All are welcome!!
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Our Church Directory is Online!
View our church directory online or via the
FREE mobile app today.

To view the directory online, go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com
and follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” Please
remember, you must confirm your email address before you can sign up or
sign in and the password will be one you create that is unique to you.
There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple®
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App Store.
Simply search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the download.
You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create a
log-in the first time you use the directory online and via the mobile app.

Need help or have questions?
Please contact the church office: 440.234.0150

Our Church Directory is powered by Instant Church Directory.
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