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Led By the Spirit this Summer
A message from Pastor Janis

Brothers, Sisters, and Siblings,
June has been an insane month for Christ United! We celebrated
our sixth year as a Federated congregation. We marched in the CLE Pride
Parade. We put together meals to go to people who are hungry. We shared
the movie Mama Bears. We participated in the Feed the Kids program with
the other Berea Area churches. We joined together with the Berea Methodist
Church and St. Paul’s Lutheran to put on the Beloved Neighborhood Vacation
Bible School.
So, I guess it’s time for a break. Time to rest and spend time with
family in the pool, or under our pergolas, or out on the trails in the
Metroparks? While I know now is the time to visit family, see new babies and
spend time with our grandkids, I want to encourage and remind you that we
are not taking the summer off here at CUC!
We will be bringing back our Summer Campfires, sharing faith stories
around our fires in small intimate settings. Pastors Joel and Janis will be
heading to the Covenant Gathering in Indiana to spend time in worship with
others and taking some time visiting with grandparents while there. The
church will also be working to continue the momentum that we have seen
from the Lenten book study, our worship services, and the hands on missions.
I am excited to see where the Spirit will lead us as a church this
summer and into the fall. 
In Christ,
Pastor Janis

Christ United now has access to
Instant Church Directory.
You can access the church directory on your
computer OR on your mobile device OR both!!
Look for information throughout this issue!

Instant Church Directory
Is Here!!
Christ United now has access to Instant
Church Directory. You can access the church
directory on your computer OR on your mobile
device OR both!! You can edit your information and
even upload a more recent picture if you choose. (All
changes are sent to the office to be approved before
publishing to the directory.)
For secure website access:
Go to
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
You will be asked to enter your email address as it's
listed in our directory. If your email address isn't
listed in the directory or you are unable to create a
login, let Betsy know. Once you enter your email
address, follow the directions on-screen to
complete the create log-in process (you will create
a password unique to you).
For more information about the members'
website, go here:
https://help.instantchurchdirectory.com/article/63
8-navigating-the-online-member-directory
After you sign in, you'll see the most up-todate directory for our church. Any time updates are
made, they will show on the Online Members'
Website, too.
Mobile App instructions & Access:
Our church directory is available to view with Instant
Church Directory on a free app church members can
download on their Apple and Android devices. To
download the app to your Apple device (iPhone,
iPad) click here. To download the app to your
Android device (phone or tablet), click here.
You will be asked to enter your email
address as it's listed in our directory. If your email
address isn't listed in the directory or you are unable
to create a login, let Betsy know. Once you enter
your email address follow the directions on screen
to complete the create log-in process (you will
create a password unique to you) or use the links
below for instructions.
iOS App Instructions
Android App Instructions
After you login, the directory will be
downloaded to your device. Anytime updates are
made, they will update on your device too. In the

app you will be able to search for families and
members and call, email and text right from the app.
More information can be found here.
And as always, if you have questions,
please reach out to the church office or the pastors.


Community of Hope

Upcoming Dates

July Fifth Sunday Special Offering

July 7 – Summer Campfire
July 14 – Summer Campfire
July 19 – PFLAG Exploration meeting
July 21 – Summer Campfire
July 28 – Summer Campfire

Community of Hope’s mission is to build
lasting relationships, nurture hope and restore
dignity by creating family-like mentoring for Ohio’s
youth.
Teams of trained volunteers mentor young
people who have aged
out of the foster care
system. They meet
weekly during the first
year and then as
needed and desired
after that, providing
love and support,
encouragement and
empowerment. There are more than fifty teams
meeting now in the Cleveland area and a new pilot
program began last year in Lorain County.
Monthly
meetings
with
trained
professionals and other youth who have
experienced foster care or homelessness provide
peer-to-peer support and allow youth to grow and
develop hope in an atmosphere of acceptance and
trust. Youth coming into Community of Hope report
an average of seven adverse experiences, including
depression/anxiety, neglect, physical abuse, sexual
abuse,
domestic
violence,
homelessness,
educational disruption, and parental substance
abuse.
Community of Hope offers invaluable help
for Ohio’s at-risk youth. In 2021, 100% of youth
enrolled reported satisfaction, engagement with
mentors and improved optimism. 92% were in
stable housing, 89% were working and 0% were
incarcerated. This month the team from Christ
United is celebrating five years of relationship with
a young mother of three. She now has her own
home, has been in stable employment as a medical
assistant and is training to be a radiology technician.
Her children are thriving in school and community.
We have truly become a family together.
Please help this wonderful organization to
continue and grow by giving to the July Fifth Sunday
Special Offering. 

New Editor Email
Your Editor has a new email address
(because her internet provider changed) Please
make a note of it the new address is
JLMitchellqofk@gmail.com. 

Christ United on
Instagram:
Follow Us, please!!!

In order to grow our social media presence,
Christ United is now on Instagram (IG). If you are on
IG, our name is cunited2016. If you are not,
download the app to your device, create your
account and look for that name. You can access IG
via
the
internet
by
going
to
https://www.instagram.com, creating an account
and looking for cunited2016. If you already have an
IG account and access it on your computer, we are
at https://www.instagram.com/cunited2016/. 

Make People Feel
Welcome
1. Smile!
2. Look people in the eye
3. Offer a hand
4. Say hello
5. Go above and beyond
The church should be ALIVE! Members,
don't go find “your clique”. Instead, meet someone
new! It's not wrong to say hi to your friends, just
don't be exclusive to others around you that you
may not know well. Make EVERYONE feel like they
are welcome. Cause they are... aren’t they?
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Officer Installation

Fellowship and Discuss

On Sunday June 12, Christ United Church
installed officers for the new year. It's important for
all members of our church to reflect on what our
leaders promised to do and how we promise to
support them.
All of our officers and committee members
whether installed on this Sunday or in previous
years have promised:
 To trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior,
acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the
Church and through him believe in God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.
 To accept the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique
in authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the
Church universal, and God's word to them.
 Having prayerfully considered the duties and
responsibilities of their ministry as duly elected
leaders of Christ United Church they are
prepared to serve with the help of God in
Christ’s name for the glory of God.
 To exercise their ministry diligently and
faithfully, showing forth the love of Christ.
 To be governed by our churchs’ polity, and to
abide by its discipline. To be a friend among their
colleagues in ministry, working with them
subject to the ordering of God's will and Spirit.
 To seek in their own lives to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ, love their neighbors, and work for
the reconciliation of the world.
 To further the peace unity and purity of the
church. To pray for and seek to serve the people
with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.
As a congregation, we celebrate the joy
that is ours to be partners with our leaders in the
service of Jesus Christ. We promise to love honor
love our leaders, honor their leadership, assist
them, pray for them, encourage them, respect their
decisions, and to follow them as they guide us, that
together we will be a faithful church serving Jesus
Christ who alone is the head.
These are powerful promises that have
been made. We are grateful for those who are
committed to service at Christ United. 

The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge,
for the ears of the wise seek it out. Proverbs 18:15
Fellowship and Discuss will gather again at
the Crall home on Thursday, July
7th at 7 pm to continue our study
called “GOD’S STORY, your story,
When His becomes yours”, Session
5, “Your Final Chapter Becomes A
Preface” by Max Lucado. Inform
Bonnie if you plan to attend, by phone (440-2342202) or email bcrall@ameritech.net. Don’t forget
your Bible.
The Crall’s home is located at 6459 East
Vancey Dr., Brook Park (off Sheldon Rd, two streets
west of Donte’s Restaurant which is located on the
corner of St. Rt. 237 and Sheldon Rd.) 



Martha’s Circle Luncheon
Martha Circle's lunch meeting on July 13
will again be held under the pavilion at Coe Lake so
that people who are limiting their outings due to
COVID can attend. The lunch meeting will begin at
11:30 and will be a potluck! Kindly advise Katie
Walker about what you're bringing, so we don't end
up with all desserts. (Editor’s note: What’s wrong
with all desserts?) Thank you. 


Summer Campfires!
It is summertime! Discipleship Team
invites everyone to come to our summer campfires.
Campfire time will be every Thursday evening in July
from 7 - 8:30 pm on the front lawn near the
labyrinth. Join friends and bring friends who would
enjoy an evening outdoors for social connection,
storytelling, maybe some music and s’mores. Mark
your calendars for July 7, 14, 21, 28. Dress for the
weather and bring your own chairs or blankets.
Invite anyone you know that would enjoy a social
gathering with us. 
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Let’s Go Exploring!
After returning from the recent CLE Pride
parade and watching the movie “Mama Bears” one
question seemed to be on everyone’s minds: but,
“What Can We Do” as an Open and Affirming/More
Light congregation? How can we engage our
community in addressing the many issues
surrounding sexual orientation and gender identity?
How can we make a difference?
Bobbi and Ogie White would like to invite
all who are interested in exploring answers to these
questions to join them at their home (10874
Meadow Trail in Strongsville) on Tuesday, July 19,
2022, at 4:00 in the afternoon. For additional
information call or text Ogie 216-210-8244, or Bobbi
216-210-2276.
A modest proposal to get the conversation
started: Could we (CUC) start a Parents, Family, and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) chapter
serving Olmsted Falls, Berea, Middleburg Heights,
Parma and Strongsville?
Are there parents and grandparents out
there who are struggling
to understand and
support the decisions of
their
children
and
grandchildren? Parents
and grandparents who
may
be
confused,
embarrassed
or
ashamed and have no
one with whom to talk?
Please join us as we go exploring for a way
to minister to a real need of persons in our larger
community, persons just like us. If you are
interested but unable to attend, please let us know.
We hope to see you on July 19. 



Happy Birthday!
July
4
6
6
7
7
8
9
10
12
17
24
27
28
30
31
31

Joan Laing
Carmen DiPalma
Janis Montgomery
Ceilidh Montgomery
Ogden White
Kitty Reddish
Bill Luff
Charles Campbell
Andi Allen
Lois Weller
Holly Salzgeber
Greg Marke, Sr.
Joan Sorg
Frances Millward
Highland Montgomery
Holly Montgomery
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Wider Church News:

New Committee Name!

Investment in Gun-Free
Funds

The Worship-Faith Formation-Stewardship
Ministry team has decided that to change the name
of the team to the Discipleship Ministry team. The
name ties all three functions together and is much
less of a mouthful! Anyone interested in joining this
team, we meet the 4th Monday of the month at
noon, in room 10 at church plus on Zoom.
Beginning July 3, we will begin to serve
traditional communion again. For those feeling less
comfortable with the traditional elements, the
packaged ones will still be available. 2 volunteers
are needed each month to help pass the elements
during the service. Communion is the first Sunday of
every month. Please see either the Wiborgs or Terri
Szabo to help. 

By Don Michaelsen
If one owns mutual funds or exchangetraded funds (ETFs), there is a good chance you own
shares of gun manufacturers [i.e., Smith and
Wesson Brands, Sturm Ruger & Co., Byrna
Technologies, etc.] and gun retailers [i.e., Dick’s
Sporting Goods, Walmart, etc.] who profit from the
bloodshed of mass shootings and gun violence.
Where can a value-oriented investor turn to obtain
reliable gun-free stock information?
One great place can be found at
GunFreeFunds.org. Within the non-profit “As You
Sow” of Berkeley, CA {founded by Thomas Van Dyck
in 1992}, Gun Free Funds [GFF] gives information
about gun stocks in funds that appear in many
investors’ portfolios and retirement accounts. GFF
offers a database of 3,000 US stocks that help
everyday investors find sustainably-invested mutual
funds and ETFs. This resource assists people to align
their investments with their values by moving funds
out of a company that makes and sells guns.
Gun Free Funds makes available a “Gun
Free Action Toolkit” to help an investor get started
to add gun free options to one’s retirement plan.
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SOURCES: NY Times, May 26, 2022; AsYouSow.org;
GunFreeFunds.org.

Church Personnel
Revs. Janis and Joel Montgomery, Co-Pastors
(Pastor@ChristUnited.Church)
Bryan Bowser, Director of Music
Nichole Fehrman, Associate Director of Music
Betsy Clark, Office Manager
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