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God is Doing a New Thing
A message from Pastor Joel

Brothers, Sisters, and Siblings,
By the time you are reading this Good News update, there will have
been a lot of changes that have been completed at Christ United Church!
With the AV upgrade fully completed and more people having learned the ins
and outs of this new system, you’ll hopefully have noticed some great
improvements in our Sunday worship, both in the sanctuary itself and
especially on our live stream! For folks who use hearing aids, hopefully you’ve
had a chance to talk to your audiologist if you hadn’t already and have the TCoil function set up to take advantage of our new hearing loop, as well.
In addition to the technological upgrades in the sanctuary, we’ve
also made some adjustments and updates to our church governing structure
– as we approved the new leadership at our congregational meeting and
begin to engage with our new ministry teams, our prayer is that we are
enabled to find new energy, new opportunities, and a smoother way of
working together in Christ within this community.
Friends, God is doing a new thing within Christ United – I believe
God is at work in the Spirit in our midst, preparing us for a new stage in our
journey, preparing us for something that, hopefully years down the road we
can look back on with wonder and say, “we were a part of that!” The changes
aren’t always easy – we’ve had plenty of bumps along our road already! – but
they’ll be worth it when we see where God is bringing us. Thank you again for
your patience with us and with one another as we grow and shift together.
In Christ,
Pastor Joel

Upcoming Dates
June 4 – Rise Against Hunger Event
June 5 – Confirmation & Pentecost

Community Outreach
Task Force

Thank you all so very
much! God Bless you all.
You made such a
difference in my life.
Sincerely, Caryn

The Community Outreach Task Force
thanks the congregation for their support with this
much needed mission in the Berea and Olmsted
Falls communities. Here are some of the people we
helped this past month.
 Some time ago, we were approached for
assistance with fixing a screen door for Caryn,
who is disabled. (see note to the right) We
worked with a member of the St. Paul Lutheran’s
men’s group to assess the situation and
determined that the cause of the problem
required a whole rebuild of her porch roof. We
turned that effort over to the City of Berea, who
fixed it the next year. In addition, her yard and
trees had not been managed for decades. A
group from Renew Communities Church cleared
out all the old brush and beds. We hired a tree
service to trim and remove a few trees. Over
time, we have discovered the strengths of each
congregation in the Berea area and are happy to
work with them to find the best way to help
residents in need.
 Each month, we ask you to pray for Michael. He
is finalizing his application for Medicare. After
we helped him with cleaning his home when he
was in rehab, he is now able to do it himself. We
helped him apply for low-income housing and
we have a person interested in buying his home.
So far, everything is going forward slowly. We
continue to ask for prayers that the process
continues to move forward. His guardian, Judy
McCauley, has been in your prayers as she
rehabs at the Renaissance after breaking her leg.
While we thank you for your support, we
also ask that you keep these individuals in your
prayers as they try to get back to normal living. 

Kindness During Change
This is a busy time at Christ United. The
new government structure is coming together, and
the new audio-visual system is installed.
Change isn’t easy, especially for those
involved with the mechanics of the process. We ask
you to celebrate our changes and be patient, as the
road may be rocky for the next few months. Before
automatically finding fault and complaining, take a
breath, and think
how your words
may be hurtful to
those working hard
to implement these
changes. A kind
word rather than a
criticism is exactly
what is needed
when things aren't
going smoothly. 
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Faith & Film presents:

west of Donte’s Restaurant which is located on the
corner of St. Rt. 237 and Sheldon Rd.) 


For Pride Month 2022, we have acquired the 2022
documentary “Mama Bears.” This special screening
is Friday, June 10 at 7:00 pm in Friendship Hall.
https://mamabearsdoc.com/
Mama Bears explores how the lives of conservative,
Christian mothers are utterly transformed when
they decide to accept their LGBTQ children. Spread
throughout the country but connected through
private Facebook groups,
they call one another
“mama bears” because of
the ferocity with which
they fight for their
children’s rights and
those of the entire LGBTQ
community.
Although
they
grew
up
as
fundamentalist, evangelical Christians praying for
the souls of LGTBQ people, these mama bears are
now willing to risk losing friends, family, and faith
communities to keep their children safe—even if it
challenges their belief systems and rips apart their
worlds. Along the way they struggle through grief,
denial, anger, and deep depression. Mama Bears
takes us inside their journey to becoming LGBTQ
allies, following a few of the 8,000 dedicated moms
across the United States who have connected at a
complicated juncture to create a network of love
and conviction. 


Stewardship:

Mama Bears

Thank you. Thank You.
THANK YOU.
Summer is on the way. Financial
contributions to the church usually decline. You can
help by bringing your contribution current. We
value your participation in the church - time and
talent. We are also grateful for your financial
contributions.
If you have not made an estimate of giving
pledge for 2022, consider making one. If your
contribution is not current, please consider bringing
it up to date over the summer months, if you are
able.
Thank you for supporting One Great Hour
of Sharing. The congregation made gifts totaling
$1982.00. The money will be divided equally
between the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the
United Church of Christ, where 100% will be used for
ministries of compassion and justice to the most
vulnerable people in our world. They will feed the
hungry and support those suffering from disaster. If
you still wish to contribute to this mission, you may
do so at any time.
The next opportunity to help our neighbors
is on Pentecost Sunday, June 5. We will recognize
the special offerings from both denominations.
Please consider contributing to one or both. As
usual, the collection will be divided equally between
both denominations. Donations will be received
through June 20. Please indicate special offering on
the memo line and/or on your offering envelope.
Pentecost Offering (PCUSA): A gift to the
Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage,
develop, and support its young people, and address
the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost
Offering can be retained by individual congregations
wanting to make an impact in the lives of young
people within their own communities. The
remaining 60% is forwarded to support ministries of
the Presbyterian Mission Agency.
Strengthen the Church (UCC): This offering
supports the expansion of ministry and growth of
UCC local congregations. Your support of this

Fellowship and Discuss
The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge,
for the ears of the wise seek it out. Proverbs 18:15
Fellowship and Discuss
gathers at the Crall home on
Thursday, June 2 at 7 pm to
continue our study, “GOD’S STORY,
Your Story, When His Becomes
Yours,” Session 4, “You Won’t Be
Forsaken” by Max Lucado. Inform Bonnie if you plan
to attend, by phone (440-234-2202) or email
bcrall@ameritech.net. Don’t forget your Bible.
The Crall’s home is located at 6459 East
Vancey Dr., Brook Park (off Sheldon Rd, two streets
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offering will help the UCC in its commitment to
create a just world for all by investing in new
ministries and practices that meet the emerging
needs of local communities.
As God calls our congregations to be the
church in new ways, your generosity will plant new
churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches
and develop the spiritual life in our children and
young adults. 


Theater. We also invited Stephanie Morrison Hrbek,
the founder of the highly successful Near West
Theater, to meet with us to review our past efforts
and comment on whether our vision is viable. She
confirmed our approach and encouraged us to go
back to our roots. After meeting with her, we
developed a plan that includes:
 Move to one performance a year in the fall
 Expand our cast to youth starting at 8 years
old and going to 18 so younger cast
members can learn from older cast members
 Hire a Managing Director that will team with
our Artistic Director
 Fine tune and document our story and
vision, so we can reach out to foundations
that support community theater
 Reach out to our founders and CUC for initial
funding until we get our foundational
funding
 Develop a Community Engagement plan that
would encourage other churches and
community members to join us in our vision
 Update the website
 Finalize the manual of operations that
describes each position so we can enlist
adult volunteers and youth to assume
backstage positions.
We have a big task ahead of us, but we are
confident that we can complete our vision with the
help of our congregation and the community. If you
need more information or want to join our team,
please contact Andi Allen. Please keep us in your
prayers as we “Go Back to the Future”. 


AFDA update

Academy for Dramatic Arts
It has been a challenging two years for
AFDA. The pandemic prevented us from doing live
performances, while, at the same time, limited our
ability to get funding. We had to get creative, so a
year ago, we transitioned to streaming
performances. We hired experienced actors to train
young people over Zoom so they could show off
their talents. The CUC Governing Board allowed us
to tape each performance at the church under covid
restrictions.
Once
complete, we sold tickets
so friends, family and
church members could
see the performance.
While this approach was
successful, it moved us
far away from our
original
goal
of
community building. We
also did not make enough funds to build up our bank
account for post Pandemic performances.
Last fall, when it looked like the Pandemic
was slowing down, the Governing Board allowed us
to put on a fundraising event. We asked some of our
senior youth to perform in cabaret style while we
offered snacks and beverages. It went well and
everyone had a great time. However, it was still far
away from our vision, and we did not make much
money.
So, the past few months, the AFDA Board
has reviewed our progress over the last seven years
and decided to return back to our original purpose –
community building with a focus on performance
education. Kathy Smith shared with us how
Lakewood Congregational Church does Community

March Financials
Month
Y-T-D
Y-T-D Budget
Congregational Giving
$15,512
$65,707
$80,703
Building Use/Misc.
$ 867
$ 4,132
$ 5,366
Total Income
$16,379
$69,839
$86,069
Total Expenses
$26,629
$96,288
$104,982
Pledges were down $15K Year to date.
Expenses were above budget by $2,465 for the
month but below budget Year-To-date by $8,694.
Our expenses exceed our income by $26,449. 
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Wider Church News:

Progressive
United
Methodists pledged
to
disregard the results of the special session.
Conservatives, frustrated by the continuing
debate, threatened to leave anyway. Finally, a
group representing all different theological
viewpoints within the denomination brokered a
deal to create a separate “traditionalist” Methodist
denomination that would receive $25 million over
the next four years.
Delegates to the 2020 General Conference
— which gathers delegates from around the world
— were prepared to vote on that proposal, called
the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through
Separation, when COVID-19 swept the globe,
canceling their meeting not once, but three times.
Currently, it is set for 2024.
The third postponement earlier this year
was the last straw for members of the Global
Methodist Church’s Transitional Leadership Council,
which already was laying the groundwork for a new
denomination. The council immediately announced
it would launch the new denomination on May 1.
The date was driven by practical reasons,
according to Boyette: If clergy, churches and
regional annual conferences want to join the Global
Methodist Church, it first needs to exist.
United Methodist conferences in the U.S. hold their
annual meetings in May and June, he said. Over the
coming weeks, some may consider pathways to
allow churches to leave with their properties.
Others may vote for the entire conference to
disaffiliate.
Until the Global Methodist Church holds its
convening conference, the Transitional Leadership
Council will conduct background checks on clergy
and review information submitted by those hoping
to join the new denomination to make sure they
align with the Global Methodist Church and its
Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline. 
Source: Religion News Service

After years of loud debate,
conservatives quietly split
from United Methodist
Church
Adapted from an article By Emily McFarlan Miller
Sunday, May 1 was the launch of the Global
Methodist Church, a new theologically conservative
denomination splintering from the United
Methodist Church.
After decades of rancorous debate over the
ordination and marriage of LGBTQ United
Methodists, a special session of the United
Methodist Church’s General Conference and three
postponements of a vote to formally split the
denomination, the schism finally came “without
fanfare, but full of hope, faith, and perseverance.”
That’s how the Rev. Keith Boyette, chairman of the
Transitional Leadership Council of the Global
Methodist Church, described the launch of the new
denomination in a statement published days earlier
on its website.
“The launch,” Boyette told Religion News
Service last week, “was very definitely driven by
practicality and the fact that the postponement of
General Conference moved many people to say they
were tired of waiting and tired of the conflict not
being addressed and resolved by the United
Methodist Church.”
Delegates have debated questions about
sexuality at every quadrennial meeting of the
United Methodist Church General Conference since
1972, when language first was added to the
denomination’s Book of Discipline saying that “the
practice of homosexuality is incompatible with
Christian teaching.”
That debate came to a head in 2016, when
bishops announced a special session of the General
Conference devoted to the topic.
Delegates to the 2019 special session
ended
up
approving
something
called
the Traditional
Plan,
which
strengthened
enforcement of language in the denomination’s
rulebook against the ordination and marriage of
LGBTQ members.

Red for Pentecost
Pentecost not only celebrates
the birth of the church, it is also the
anniversary of our federation. Join in
the birthday celebration on June 5 by
wearing red to worship. Show the joy of
being Christ United Church for 6 years! 
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Happy Birthday!
June
1
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Stan Wares
Katie Walker
Doug Keck
Bernie Gerecke
Mo Funai
Caleb Montgomery
Rick Hilberg
Kathleen Reed
Margaret Bilchik
Stella Trujillo
Judy Van Zante
Kathy Patterson
Regina Wolfe
Cathy Spinner
Earl Crall
Chris Landers
Olivia Reyes
Matthew Wiborg
Bob Norton
Bert Bennett
Nathan Cole
Tom Dipko
Ed Gibbs
Peter Szabo
Janel Roper
Wendy Mercier
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Editor’s New Email
One of your editors has a new email
address (because her internet provider changed).
Please make a note of the new address for Judy
Mitchell, JLMitchellQOFK@gmail.com. (that is a cue
before the o.) 
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